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life if he attempted it.   This was told the deponent by the said Gomastah re-
peatedly, and the deponent believes it to be true, as it corresponds entirely with
every other part of Shumsheer Khan's conduct   The deponent, upon being ^ re-
fused a passage, took possession of a very strong ground surrounded on three sides
by the Gogra, and the nullah on the fourth side, whence only he could be at-
tacked by the country-people; he ordered the Sepoys to make a breast-work, by
piling up of planks, of which there were a great number;  and, as he had ammu-
nition and provisions, he intended to wait there until he could procure boats, or
discover a ford.    While the deponent was  thus  employed,   Mahommed  Huzza
Beg, the Jemmadar of horse, had swam across the nullah, and procured permis-
sion for his people to follow him, which they immediately did.    No answer com-
ing from the Pougedar, the deponent desired his Moonshy to go to him and ex-
plain the matter.   He accordingly went to the Ghaut, and demanding a passage,
he was refused, and insulted in terms the most abusive to the English.    He re-
turned, and telling this, the deponent ordered him to take an elephant and swim
over; but when tie attempted to enter the nullah with the animal, the Nujjccbs
pointed their matchlocks at him, and obliged him to desist.   The Sepoys seeing
this, and that the horsemen   were permitted to swim across, naturally imagin-
ed that the objection was to the English only, and their adherents: They thought
it safest to abandon the deponent, whom they must have concluded to be devot-
ed, and throwing down their coats and arms, they followed the example of the
horsemen in swimming across the nullah, making a merit w ith Shumsheer Khan
of giving the deponent up to his fate.    One of the Subadars represented to two
others the folly of suffering for one person, and proposed to them to deliver up
the deponent to Shumsheer Khan, or to the country-people; but the proposal
was rejected with scorn;  and one of the Subadars reported the behaviour of the
other immediately to the deponent;   the desertion,  however, was  almost  com-
plete, for in a little time, of the four companies not twenty men remained, in-
cluding officers.   It was almost evening when Mr. Scott's Gomastah with great
difficulty at last obtained permission from Shumsheer Khan to send one boat;  but
it came too late to render any effectual assistance, for, with the few Sepoys who
remained, command was at an end, and as most of the deponent's servants had
gone off, his baggage was left a prey to the banditti, who soon carried off, and
destroy edit: Some things which a few of his servants brought with them, they
gave in charge to the Fougedar's people, who promised to take care of them;
but they reserved them for themselves, or rather for the Fougedar;  and though
many of the deponent's things were seen in his house, he could not recover a
single article.   For many days during the stay of the deponent in Mr. Scott's
factory, it was threatened to be attacked, and Shumsheer Khan, though often
applied to by Mr. Scott's Gomastah, constantly refused to grant the least assist-
ance.    Notwithstanding this, Shumsheer Khan was, and the deponent believes
is still continued in office; and, while the deponent   was at   Fyzabad, Shum-
sheer Khan came there, and was well received by the Begum, and her ministers; from
all which circumstances the deponent is convinced that Shumsheer Khan could
not have dared to act as he did, had he not been authorized by the Begum and
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